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confirmed with a total of 5 deaths in each group, accounting
for a 24% mortality rate in the transapical approach versus
17% in the open surgery group.
Potential Limitation
Although our study was not randomized, we matched pa-
tients according to variables known to affect morbidity and
mortality after AVR. Regarding the comparability between
the 2 groups, it also seems important to mention that 6 pa-
tients from the surgical group were initially considered for
TAP–AVI, but eventually underwent PUS–AVR because
of an aortic annulus diameter larger than 25 mm. Another
limitation of our study is its retrospective nature. The study
was not a randomized trial, and some of the observed differ-
ences may thus be attributable to bias or unmeasured factors.
Furthermore, we are comparing a new procedure with an es-
tablished approach. Although this may underestimate the
true benefits of TAP–AVI once the initial learning curve
has been overcome, we believe that we have to share our
early experiences with other centers that are beginning to
pursuit this evolving approach worldwide. This way, sur-
geons will know what clinical results and problems they
may initially face with TAP–AVI as compared with their es-
tablished practice of AVR. Besides, even with growing in-
ternational experience, the initial learning curve of an
individual center cannot be completely eliminated.
In summary, current data suggest a faster postoperative re-
covery after TAP–AVI with early and late morbidity and
mortality comparable with those of PUS–AVR.
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Dr Eric Roselli (Cleveland, Ohio). I am also a co-investigator
for the percutaneous valve trial.
Congratulations on a commendable early experience with this
new transapical technology. For now, I believe the real advantage
of this approach is that it offers the ability to provide nonoperative
candidates a viable treatment option for symptomatic and fatal dis-
ease. Although the EuroSCOREs were similar, this scoring system,
like others, has been criticized for the inability to capture lessdiovascular Surgery c Volume 138, Number 5 1071
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Dquantifiable factors that make a patient high risk. Furthermore, you
could not have matched patients for technical expertise during that
initial learning curve phase, although you did a nice job of address-
ing that point. Were any of these 21 patients deemed to be in inop-
erable condition and therefore part of a different population from
the matched cohort, and were any symptomatic patients with severe
aortic stenosis treated medically during this time period? If so, how
did they do?
Dr Doss. Thank you very much for your comments. Of course,
matching these patients is difficult. As you have pointed out, the
transapical group included patients who were in somewhat inoper-
able condition. We had patients with porcelain aortas and we had
redo patients, which we did not have in the surgical group. There-
fore, this was a very sick and very challenging operative group of
patients.
Dr Roselli.Did you evaluate any medically treated patients dur-
ing this time period?
Dr Doss. No, we did not have a medical treatment arm. We did
have patients who were on the waiting list and died while waiting
for surgery, but we did not have a specific medical arm for these
patients.
Dr Roselli. I believe that this technology will become another
important tool in our armamentarium, especially for high-risk pa-
tients, but I worry that the attraction of this less invasive approach
may cloud our judgment in providing patients with a durable oper-
ation, especially if the delivery systems improve access and accu-
racy in deployment. You had 5 patients, I believe, who required
repeat balloon valvuloplasty and 1 patient in each of the 2 groups
who required late reoperation. Can you provide any further fol-
low?up data on echocardiographic evidence of aortic insufficiency
and describe how you monitored these patients afterward?
Dr Doss. As I said before, 4 patients had paravalvular leakages;
the leakages were not significant. We followed them up according
to the protocol, which was after 30 days, after 6 months, and after 1
year, and thereafter we monitored them yearly. Of those patients
who had paravalvular leakages, none of the patients actually
went on to have a hemolysis, and none of the patients required a re-
operation for hemodynamic compromise. Also, none of these in-
competencies increased the grading. Therefore, it was something1072 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surthat we also had to learn—that leaving paravalvular leakages that
are not significant can actually be tolerated by the patient. A sur-
geon would try to reoperate on these patients as soon as possible,
but in these procedures, these patients tended to do well even
though these paravalvular leakages were not treated.
Dr Lars Svensson (Cleveland, Ohio). It is interesting to see how
the group of high-risk patients has increased in Europe, and that
certainly has been our impression with our patients. We looked at
our first 92 patients who were referred for percutaneous valves: es-
sentially 20% underwent open surgery with no deaths, 20% re-
ceived percutaneous valves and did pretty well, and 20% just had
balloon valvuloplasty; another 40% died before the procedure, re-
fused, or were not suitable for any type of procedure.
Are you doing a lot of balloon valvuloplasty bridging for later
procedures?
Dr Doss. Actually, we did that in only 2 patients. Those were
patients with very bad left ventricular function, less than 20%.
Bridging was done in an attempt to let them improve and then be
available for a later transapical procedure.
Dr William Northrup III (Kennesaw, Ga). I have one simple
question in the context of Craig Miller’s provocative presidential
address. How many of your patients eventually ended up going
back to their own ZIP codes?
Dr Doss. I did not quite get the phrase.
Dr Svensson. How many of those patients went back to normal
reasonable lifestyles in their home village?
DrDoss. The big advantage of the transapical procedure is that if
you treat these very sick patients, you actually see that they do have
a much improved and better course in the hospital. The second
patient on whom we performed the transapical procedure was
a 92-year-old man with coronary artery disease. We stented his
coronary arteries, 1 month later we did the procedure, and the pa-
tient returned to the hospital with his wife 1 year later. He was liv-
ing at home and taking care of himself. Of course, he will not live
another 10 years, but the improvement in his quality of life was dra-
matic. It is dramatic with this type of procedure. The transapical
procedure is worth doing, not necessarily to improve their survival,
but definitely to improve their quality of life during the time that
they have left.gery c November 2009
